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SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR   2015

WALT DISNEY

Congratulations
      to our industry’s finest dreamers!

Wallace & Carey is pleased to recognize:

Ian Shaw
2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Silver Spotlight Award Recipients
Brian Chu   •   Anthony Macina   •   Dale Reimer 

Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient
Shellie Goldberg



CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT

LANDMARK CINEMAS

NBCUNIVERSAL / UNIVERSAL FILMS CANADA

ROGERS COMMUNICATIONS 

WALLACE & CAREY

WALT DISNEY STUDIOS 
MOTION PICTURES CANADA

S P O T L I G H T  T A B L E  S P O N S O R S

Thanks to Shaun McAlpine for his dedicated long service and creative work on the Picture Pioneers 

Awards Book. A special thanks to all the companies that support our program magazine each year. 

We count on your generosity to help keep our organization strong and healthy.

We salute and thank the following who have contributed their time, 
talents and financial support to this year's Awards Dinner.

DINNER SP ONSOR

Special thank you to Awards Dinner Master of Ceremonies Michael Kennedy. 

D I N N E R  &  A W A R D  B O O K
C O M M I T T E E

Mariana Boltezar
Karen Burke-Keniston 

Karen Davis 
Paul Diker

John Freeborn  
Jennifer Hofley 

Phil May  
Greg Mason

Barb Matheson
Lisa McAlpine 

Shaun McAlpine
Sarah Mills

Sarah Necoloff 
Danish Vahidy
Jason Wright

AUDIO VISUAL 
EQUIPMENT & SERVICES VIDEO PRODUC TION PHOTO GR APHY

WINE

PHOTOGRAPHER
JOHN NARVALI
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2015 SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD WINNERS

BRIAN CHU
ANTHONY MACINA   DALE REIMER

2015 DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD WINNERS

SHELLIE GOLDBERG

CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS
Board of Directors, Trustees and Members across Canada congratulate this year’s honourees and thank them for 
their dedicated service to the Pioneers over the years. We would like to thank every one of our members and 
sponsors across the country for supporting the Picture Pioneers. Your continued support of events, annual donations 
and in memory bequeaths are truly appreciated by those who need our assistance.

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNER

IAN SHAW

PIONEER OF THE YEAR    2015

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2014 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Abeer Abosharia 	 Taylore Beechy 	 Jelena Bogdanovic 	 Julianna Bouwers 	 Calista Branter
Sarah Burton 	 Mark Cashin 	 Francis Austin Diaz 	 Marnie Dunbar  	 Eric Ennis Neuser
Faiza Hakim 	 Heather Hamilton 	 Nikolas Harris 	 Hayley Henrikson	 Laura Martini 	
Keira Mumford  	 Rene Nsumbu Omalosange  		 Grayce Overhill 	 Casey Riddle
Abhiram Srikantharajah  	 Kathryn Stewart  	 Michala Todd

2015 scholarship recipients will be announced at the Awards Dinner.

SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR   2015



2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

IAN SHAW

SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENTS

BRIAN CHU   ANTHONY MACINA   DALE REIMER

DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENT

SHELLIE GOLDBERG

CONGRATULATIONS

IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE

SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR   2015



National Executive
president – Phil May

vice president – Denise James
secretary / treasurer – Jason Fulsom
executive director – John Freeborn

legal counsel – Brian W. Chu Bogart Robertson & Chu, Toronto

auditor – Brendan Pennylegion Chartered Accountant Licensed Public Accountant

Alberta
president – Louise Campbell
vice president – Dale Reimer

secretary / treasurer – Sherry Chappell
trust fund liaison – Neil Campbell

Atlantic Region
president – Ernie MacDonald
vice president – Adam Noble

secretary – Wayne Carter
treasurer – Don Mitchell

trust fund liaison – Adam Noble

British Columbia
president – John Pedersen

vice president – Brent Calvert
secretary / treasurer – Ted Bielby
trust fund liaison – John Pedersen

Trust Fund
chairman – Paul Wroe

treasurer – Cathy Watson
trustees – Barry Myers, Phillip Carlton, Phil May

executive director – John Freeborn
investment portfolio manager – Susan Howson, 

Director, Portfolio Manager Mackie Research Capital Corporation

Quebec
president – Michael Mosca

vice president – Armand Zwibel
secretary – Mario Fortin

treasurer – Tom Fermanian
general manager – Mario Fortin
trust fund liaison – John Xinos

1940–41 Clair Hague

1942 O.R. Hanson

1943–45 Clair Hague

1946 Leo Devaney

1947–49 Hon. J. Earl Lawson, K.C.

1950 Ray Lewis

1951 O.R. Hanson

1952–55 N.A. Taylor

1956–57 Morris Stein

1958–59 R.W. Bolstad

1960–62 Frank H. Fisher

1963–65 Dan Krendel

1966–67 Leonard Bishop

1968–69 Myer Axler

1970 A.L. “Pat” Travers

1971 Lloyd C. Pearson

1972–73 Leonard Bernstein

1974–75 Lionel Lester

1976–77 Don Watts

1978 Gerald Dillon

1979–80 Orval Fruitman

1981–82 Jack Bernstein

1983 Ted Hulse

1984–85 Dudley Dumond

1986–88 Barry Carnon

1989–90 Ron Emilio

1990 Barry Silver

1990–92 Robert Stinson

1993–94 Michael Taylor

1995–97 Phil Carlton

1998–2001 Cathy Watson

2002–Present Phil May

B O A R D  M E M B E R S  &  T R U S T E E S

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  2015 P A S T  P R E S I D E N T S  1940-2015

First Row (left to right): Jennifer Hofley, Sandra Stewart, Rob Wales, Sandy Power, Darlene Elson, Cathy Watson,  
Karen Burke-Keniston, Sarah Necoloff  Back Row (left to right): Michael Mosca, Greg Mason, John Pedersen, Paul Wroe, 
Phil May, Ian Shaw, Clinton Young, Danish Vahidy, Jason Fulsom, Louise Campbell, Armand Zwibel    
Absent: Harriet Bernstein, Margaret Burnside, Phil Carlton, Karen Davis, John Freeborn, Denise James, Michael Kennedy, 
Ernie MacDonald, Barry Myers, Jason Wright

CANADIAN
PICTURE

PIONEERSY E A R S
75

Harriet Bernstein, Karen Burke-Keniston, Margaret Burnside, Louise Campbell, Karen Davis, 
Darlene Elson, Jennifer Hofley, Michael Kennedy, Ernie MacDonald, Greg Mason, Michael Mosca, 

Sarah Necoloff, John Pedersen, Sandy Power, Ian Shaw, Sandra Stewart, Danish Vahidy, 
Robert Wales, Cathy Watson, Jason Wright, Paul Wroe, Clinton Young

   Honourary Life Director Barry Chapman
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Congratulations, it’s leaders like you that inspire the rest of us to pursue excellence.

Elevating excellence
Ian Shaw of Cineplex Entertainment, Pioneer of the Year 

Shellie Goldberg of Cineplex Entertainment, Diamond Spotlight Award 

Silver Spotlight Award recipients:

Brian Chu 
Bogart, Robertson  

& Chu

Anthony Macina 
Walt Disney Studio  

Pictures Canada 

Dale Reimer 
Canadian Picture Pioneers  

– Alberta Branch
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C A NA D IA N P I C T U R E  P I O N EERS  H O N O U R RO LL   2015 C A NA D IA N P I C T U R E  P I O N EERS  H O N O U R RO LL   2015

1952 - First Canadian Picture Pioneers Gala Dinner celebrating 50 Years of Theatre Exhibition across Canada
Honours presented to -  Jule Allen, George Ganetakos, A.J. Mason, Ernest Ouimet,

 		  John Schuberg and F. G. Spencer

PIONEER OF THE YEAR	 SPECIAL AWARD RECIPIENTS

1953	 John J. Fitzgibbons C.B.E. 	 Lt.Col John A. Cooper, Ray Lewis, Bernard E. Norrish
1954	 Jack Arthur O.B.E.	 William McLaughlin, Charles Stephenson
1955	 Louis Rosenfeld 	 Hy Bossin
1956	 Oscar Hanson	 James A. Whitebone, Winnipeg Branch
1957	 William Summerville Sr.	 Kenneth Leach
1958	 N.A. (Nat) Taylor	 A.J. Laurie, William Singleton, Walter Wilson, 
			  J. Howard Booth, Charles Krupp
1959	 Haskell Masters	 Frank Gow, Joshua Lieberman, Harold Pfaff, David Rothstein, 
1960	 Morris Stein 	 Reg Doddridge, Tom Cleary, Clare Appel, Steve Rolsten
1961	 Reuben W. Bolstad 	 Bert Copper, William Redpath, Robert Hurwitz, J.F. (Jimmy) Davies, 
			  Izzy H. Allen
1962	 William Lester 	 Roy Tash, Bill Stewart, Hugh Sedgwick
1963	 Frank Fisher 	 Ken Beach, J.M. Rice, William Reeves
1964	 Robert D. Hurwitz &  	 O.J. Silverthorne, Tom Daley
	 Harry W. Hurwitz
1965	 Herbert Allen	 Charles Dentelbeck, F. Gordon Spencer, Fred Varlow
1966	 Dan Krendel 	 Art Bahen, Maynard Joiner, David Rothstein, A.L. (Pat) Travers
1967	 Harold Pfaff	 First 50 year Scrolls awarded to over 100 Pioneer members
1968	 Harvey Harnick 	 Harry Irving Howard, James Nairn, May Chinn, Hy Swartz
1969	 Leonard Bishop 	 Walter DuPerrier, Nat Gordon, Abe Levy, Zeke Sheine
1970	 David Rothstein 	 Jack Fitzgibbons, Ferg Martin, Ivan Ackery
1971	 Myer Axler 	 Owen Bird, Lionel Lester, Phil Maurice, Andy Rouse
1972	 Zeke Sheine	 Bert Brown, Florence Long, Hector Ross, Sam Swartz
1973	 David Ongley Q.C. 	 Gerry Dillon, John Ferguson, Curly Posen
1974	 O.J. Silverthorne 	 Lloyd Pearson, Murray Lynch, Gerald Sutherland
1975	 Leonard Bernstein	 Morris Appleby, Jack Armstrong-Taylor, Robert Myers, Larry Strick
1976	 Lionel Lester 	 Romeo Goudreau, Dawson Exley, Barry Myers, Bill Devitt
1977	 Hector Ross 	 Les Sprague, Frank Marshall, Martin Simpson, Harry Blumsom
1978	 N.A. (Nat) Taylor 	 Ross Campbell, Blain Covert
1979	 Gerry Dillon 	 Doug Gow, Harold Joyal, Fred Leavens, Bert Wiber
1980	 George Destounis 	 Don Watts, John Bernard, Greig Jones
1981	 Barry Myers 	 Orval Fruitman, Herb Mathers, Mark Kramer, Fred Levitt

PIONEER OF THE YEAR	 SPECIAL AWARD RECIPIENTS

1982	 Robert Myers 	 Dudley Dumond, Al Youngson, Syd Sniderman, Cecil Johnston
1983	 Jack Bernstein 	 Barry Carnon, Mort Prevost, Al Laubenstein, Vi Hosford
1984	 Don Watts 	 Hilliard Gunn, George Heiber, Genny LeBlanc, Irving Stern
1985	 Chris Salmon 	 Ted Hulse, A.W. Shackelford, Nadie Wolk, Cedric Woodbury
1986	 Morris Appleby 	 Herb Black, Doug Isman, Olive MacDonald, Bud Prygrocki
1987	 Doug Gow 	 Jack Gow, Graydon Hulse, Ruth Melman, Michael Taylor
1988	 Barry Carnon 	 Betty Bellamy, Jack Franko, Jim Fustey, Dan Jardine
1989	 A.L. (Pat) Travers	 Don McKelvie, Doug Pinder, David Wolk
1990	 Dudley Dumond 	 Dan McLeod, Pat McIntyre, Paul Wroe
1991	 Ron Emilio 	 Lou Barr, Phil Carlton, Roly Rickard, Bryan Rudston-Brown
1992	 Ted Hulse 	 Joan Brown, Gail Shiffman, Ron Tiboni
1993	 Robert Stinson 	 Gordon Purnell, Cathy Watson
1994	 Herb Mathers 	 Brian Rogers, Richard Lothian, Bob Shackleford, Ellie Munro
1995	 Michael Taylor 	 Hank Heck, Denise James, Gary D. Martin
1996	 Doug Pinder	 Ancillary Awards not presented in 1996
1997	 Paul Wroe 	 Dene Joyal, Bob MacDonald
1998	 Philip R. Carlton 	 Karen Davis, Bob Scott
1999	 Orval Fruitman 	 Ted Bielby, Brian Stewart, Sandy Stewart
2000	 John Bailey 	 Ray Mainland, Ian Shaw, Al Whittle. Tom Fermanian
2001	 Doug Isman	 Marie Formosa, John Freeborn, Michael Goldberg
2002	 Cathy Watson 	 Colin Davis, Bruce Elves, Phil May, Ken Williamson
2003	 Sandra Stewart	 Harriet Bernstein, Michael Kennedy, Greg MacNeil, John Pedersen
2004	 Allen Karp	 Neil Campbell, Jennifer Hofley, Dean Leland, Clinton Young
2005	 Karen Davis	 Dianne Schwalm, Robert Wales, John Xinos
2006	 Brian Stewart	 Kelley Bowman, Barry Chapman, Denis Hurtubise, 
		  Isabella Middleton-Howe
2007	 Michael Kennedy	 Adina Lebo, Kevin Norman, Raffaele Papalia, Danish Vahidy
2008	 Eugene Amodeo	 Margaret Burnside, Pierre Gauthier, Dan McGrath, Michael Mosca
2009	 Denise James	 Stan Ford, Greg Mason, Darren Stokes
2010	 Stuart Fraser	 Guy Gagnon, Karen Burke Keniston, Leonard Schein
2011	 Michael Goldberg	 Adam Noble, Darlene Ullman, Jason Wright, Donna Grant
2012	 Neil Campbell	 Jason de Courcy, Ron Flynn, Sarah Necoloff, Susan Smythe-Bishop
2013	 Robert Wales	 Louise Campbell, Darlene Elson, Ernie MacDonald, Frank Kettner
2014	 Phil May	 Carol Burgoyne, Tony Cianciotta, Vincenzo Guzzo, Shaun McAlpine,
		  Joe Peixoto



SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD WINNERS
Brian Chu   •   Anthony Macina   •   Dale ReimerPIONEER OF THE YEAR 

AWARD WINNER DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD WINNER
Shellie Goldberg

IAN SHAW

Morris Stein

1960

R.W. Bolstad

1961

William G. Lester

1962

Hector Ross

1977

N.A. Taylor

1978

Robert Myers

1982

Gerald Dillon

1979

George P. Destounis

1980

Barry Myers

1981

Jack Bernstein

1983

Don Watts

1984

Chris Salmon

1985

Barry Carnon

1988

Morris Appleby

1986

Doug Gow

1987

John Bailey

2000

Michael Taylor

1995

Doug Pinder

1996

Paul Wroe

1997

Philip R. Carlton

1998

Orval Fruitman

1999

A.L. “Pat” Travers

1989
Dudley Dumond

1990

Ron Emilio

1991

Ted Hulse

1992

Robert Stinson

1993

Herb Mathers

1994
Doug Isman

2001
Cathy Watson

2002

Sandra I. Stewart

2003

Allen Karp

2004

Karen Davis

2005

Brian Stewart

2006

Neil Campbell

2012

Robert Wales

2013

Phil May

2014

Michael Kennedy

2007

Eugene Amodeo

2008

Denise James

2009

Stuart Fraser

2010

Michael Goldberg

2011

Haskell Masters 

1959

William Summerville Sr.

1957

Oscar Hanson

1956

Jack Arthur, O.B.E.

1954

Louis Rosenfeld

1955

N. A. Taylor

1958

Dan Krendel

1966

Harold Pfaff

1967

Frank H. Fisher

1963

Harry W. Hurwitz

1964
Robert D. Hurwitz

1964

Herbert Allen

1965 

David Rothstein

1970

Harvey Harnick

1968

Len Bishop

1969

Myer Axler

1971

Zeke Sheine

1972

David J. Ongley, Q.C.

1973

O.J. Silverthorne

1974

Leonard Bernstein

1975

Lionel Lester

1976

John J. Fitzgibbons, C.B.E

1953
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SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR   2015

www.sonypicturesreleasing.com 
© 2015 Sony Pictures Entertainment Inc.  

All Rights Reserved.

IAN SHAW
2015 Pioneer of the Year

And the Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient 
Shellie Goldberg

And congratulates the Silver Spotlight Recipients
Brian Chu
Anthony Macina
Dale Reimer

SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT
Warmly Salutes 

CONGRATULATIONS 

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Ian Shaw
 

SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENTS

Brian Chu    Anthony Macina   Dale Reimer 

DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENT

Shellie Goldberg



farrow.com

Congratulations
Canadian Picture Pioneers
2015 Annual Award Dinner

Honorees

Ian Shaw

International Trade Services provider to the 
Motion Picture Industry in Canada

Brian Chu, Anthony Macina, Dale Reimer 
& Shellie Goldberg

Celebrating a century of business excellence
1911- 2011

from

Congratulations
Ian Shaw

on being named
Pioneer of the Year.

From your friends and associates at
6 Kenview Boulevard, Brampton, ON  L6T 5E4

905.793.7295 • www.fmo.ca

Congrats Ad.indd   1 10-30-15   12:20 PM

Congratulations Ian, and all 
Canadian Picture Pioneer 

award recipients!

www.dartcanada.ca

shawmedia.ca

Congratulations to 
this year’s Pioneer 
of the Year: 
Ian Shaw

Silver Spotlight 
Award recipients:
Brian Chu 
Anthony Macina 
Dale Reimer

Diamond Spotlight 
Award: 
Shellie Goldberg



Congratulations to the Canadian Picture Pioneers,
2015 Pioneer of the Year

Ian Shaw
of

Cineplex Entertainment
2 0 1 5  P i o n e e r  o f  t h e  Ye a r

Ian Shaw
Cineplex Entertainment

and 

Silver Spotlight award Recipients

BRIan Chu
Legal Counsel

anthony MaCIna 
Walt Disney Pictures

Dale ReIMeR
Canadian Picture Pioneer Board Member

Diamond Spotlight award Recipient

ShellIe GolDBeRG
Cineplex

Congratulations!

2015 Can. Picture Pioneers Ad.indd   1 2015-10-23   12:04 PM
22044 REALD  CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS AD: IAN   4C    
DUE: 10/30/15   SIZE: 3.7”w x 9.9”h     NO BLEED  
CREATIVE VISION GRAPHICS; 10/22/15 mech03

congratulations Ian,
Brian, Anthony,

Dale and Shellie.

we raise our glasses to you.



Congratulations
Canadian Picture Pioneers

on 75 years of providing fellowship and assistance 
to those in the Canadian Motion picture Industry.

Here’s looking forward to 75 more!

corusent.com

We are thrilled to celebrate your contribution 
to the motion picture industry.

Shellie Goldberg
Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient:

Brian Chu
Anthony Macina

Dale Reimer

Silver Spotlight Award Winners:

IAN SHAW

Canadian Picture Pioneers
2015 Pioneer of the Year

Entertainment One
congratulates



GOLF DAY    2015 GOLF DAY    2015



PIONEER OF THE YEAR EVENT    2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR EVENT    2014



RENTRAK CONGRATULATES 

“PIONEER OF THE YEAR”

Ian Shaw
“SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD” RECIPIENTS

Brian Chu

Anthony Macina

Dale Reimer
“DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD” RECIPIENT

Shellie Goldberg

YOUR DEDICATED LEADERSHIP TO THE INDUSTRY AND COMMUNITY IT SERVES IS AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL.



Located on the vibrant waterfront of Lake Ontario, just steps away from the 
Downtown Core via the PATH. This CAA/AAA Four Diamond property  
features refreshing accommodations and is your haven of personal  
well-being during your visit to Toronto.

HOTEL FEATURES:
• Relax well in our guestrooms with a view of the Toronto Islands 

• Exercise well in our Westin Workout Fitness Centre or Run along  
Toronto’s revitalized waterfront trails 

• Eat Well with unique culinary experiences guided by talented  
Celebrity Chef Corbin and enjoy Westin Superfoods 

• Sleep Well in our Westin Heavenly Beds 

Westin; A better hotel, for a better you.

Visit westinharbourcastletoronto.com to book your stay.

YOUR RESORT
ON THE WATER

We provide fi nancial assistance and supportive counseling for feature fi lm professionals 
nationwide in Trade Services (IATSE members), Exhibition, and Distribution who are experiencing 

hardship due to illness, accident, or under employment. The Pioneers Assistance Fund is a program 
of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation. Visit us at www.wrpioneers.org.

Congratulations to all of the 2015 honorees.
WRMPPF is honored to work with the Canadian Picture Pioneers in 

the tradition of taking care of industry members.



 Ian Shaw
              2015   Pioneer of the Year 

   Award Winner

Ian Shaw is a motion picture industry veteran having 
spent the past 39 years in the business.  

Beginning his career while still at high school in 1977, 
he held two roles – one as an usher at the Hyland 
Theatre in Oshawa and the other at the concession 
counter at the Odeon Bay Ridges Drive-in - located in 
nearby Pickering, Ontario.   At the drive-in, he was 
quickly promoted to “ramp boy,” catching all the guys 
who tried to sneak in without paying! Bay Ridges was 
known as Canada’s first all-electric outdoor theatre 
and opened on December 21, 1962 with a double 
feature that included Carry on Cruising and John 
Ford’s Two Rode Together.

Ian continued working two jobs after high school 
– one as theatre manager working evenings at the 
original Cineplex Odeon Fairview Mall Cinemas, 
located on Sheppard Avenue in Toronto, Ontario 
and the other - by day – part-time in the mailroom at 
Canadian Odeon’s home office.  In 1980, Ian moved 
to Odeon’s head office as a full-time shipper-receiver 
and continued his double duties by taking business 
and procurement management courses at night at both 
Ryerson University and Centennial College. Working 
his way up through the ranks, Ian was promoted  
several times over the years and in 2003, was  
promoted to Vice President, Purchasing, Supply 
Management and Facilities at Cineplex Entertainment.  

During his career, the logo on his paycheck may have 
changed many times but his commitment to the  
industry never wavered. Over the years, Ian has  
quietly but effectively implemented many philanthropic 
efforts on behalf of Cineplex including building and 
retrofitting screening rooms and auditoriums at the 
Hospital for Sick Children (Toronto), Mount Sinai 
Hospital (Toronto), IWK Children’s Hospital  
(Halifax), Soldiers Screening Room (Tel Aviv,  
Israel), and at the University of Toronto’s Town Hall 
and Innis College where they honoured Ian with the 
Arbour Award for all of his work.

Six companies and 13 bosses in 39 years -  
Odeon Theatres of Canada - Canadian Odeon 
Theatres – Cineplex Corporation - Cineplex  
Odeon Corporation - Cineplex Galaxy Income  
Fund -– culminating at Cineplex Entertainment.

His colleagues would say that “Ian is known for being 
the one who always gets everything done - no matter 
how large or complex the project and without any  
fanfare.  He has also been instrumental in making 
Cineplex more environmentally aware and responsive 
long before it was fashionable.”  Ian led the  
conversion of disposable bags, cups and paper  
products used by Cineplex to forest friendly and 
recycled materials.  Other environmental projects 
included lighting conversions in theatres and at Home 
and regional offices to limit energy consumption,  
electronics recycling and fibre board recycling.  

In 1980, Ian began his longtime support of the  
Canadian Picture Pioneers, well ahead of becoming  
a member in 1993, and joining the board of directors 
in 2009. Ian has always respond to the call to action 
to support Pioneer events whether it be for picnics, 
golf tournaments or holiday parties. Sponsors have 
always responded kindly to Ian’s endless requests for  
support to benefit the Pioneers.  He has also been  
a long-term member of Cineplex’s Donations  
Committee where he has supported numerous  
charitable and fundraising initiatives –  most recently 
to benefit Starlight Children’s Foundation, Free the 
Children and Food Banks Canada.

However, of all his numerous accomplishments,  
he is most proud, and rightly so, of his 25 year  
old son Michael. 



I am a founding partner of the boutique law firm of Bogart Robertson & Chu LLP practising in the areas of 
commercial real estate, secured financings and institutional investments.  My practice is primarily transaction 
based and I love the challenges and excitement of doing deals.  

I am a strong believer that community building, robust and sustainable non-profit and public institutions and 
coordination with the private sector leads to greater social and economic benefits for all Canadians.  The Cana-
dian Picture Pioneers is a great example of this. To help my belief become reality I volunteer much of my time.  I 
have extensive non-profit/charitable and public sector board experience in the areas of energy, post-secondary 
education, arts, culture, economic development, youth engagement, social infrastructure to support youth and 
early childhood care.  It was through the encouragement of Phil May that I started to provide pro bono legal 
advice to the Canadian Picture Pioneers and have continued to do so for over a decade.  I especially love 
helping out the Canadian Picture Pioneers because you are not too demanding and every year I get to attend 
the best golf tournament in the country!  

When called on to serve, I contribute my legal, governance and finance expertise in all of my volunteer activ-
ities. Currently I am the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Ontario Science Centre and I encourage all of 
you to visit whether or not you have children!  I am also a Director of Toronto Hydro–Electric Systems Limited 
and was formerly a Director of its parent corporation, Toronto Hydro Corporation, and the former Chair of its 
Audit Committee.  Some of my other past positions include Chair of the Board of Governors of the Ontario 
College of Art and Design (now OCAD University), Vice-Chair of the Board of Governors of Centennial 
College, Vice-Chair of the Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto, President of the Laidlaw Foundation, 
Director of the Apparel Industry Development Council, and President of the Sunnylea Child Care Centre.

The Canadian Picture Pioneers is one of the best organizations I have had the pleasure of being associated 
with.  The compassion and care that you provide to assist members of the industry and their families in times of 
need and to further their education is extraordinary and you have fun while you’re doing such fantastic work.  I 
applaud the Canadian Picture Pioneers and thank you for this honour. Congratulations to the 2015 Pioneer of 
the Year and all of the other award recipients.  Congratulations to the Canadian Picture Pioneers on its 75th 
anniversary.  Finally special and heartfelt thanks to my wife, Francine Chu, who supports me in everything I do.

Brian has been named one of The Best Lawyers in Canada in the field of real estate law from 2006 to the present.  He is one of 
only 40 Canadian real estate lawyers currently listed in the international online publication Who’s Who Legal and his biography 
appears in Canadian Who’s Who (U of T Press) also known as the big red book.  

 Brian      Chu
              2015   Silver Spotlight 
Award Winner

CanadianPicturePioneers.ca

Stay Connected about news and 
events with our website!
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2015  SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR   

During the summer of 1989, I received a call from Norman Stern asking if I would consider coming to work 
for him.  Norman and his partner, Peter Sorok, were the owners of Ontario Theatre Group which, along 
with Ontario Cinemas and PNS Realty, operated several theatres in small Ontario towns as well as the Mt. 
Pleasant and Regent theatres in Toronto.  As luck would have it, I was working part-time for an engineering 
company in Brampton and looking to move to full-time employment.   As soon as I saw the OTG offices 
located in a little semi-detached house on Mt. Pleasant Ave, I was sold!   Like most people, I have always 
loved movies and was eager to join this exciting industry.  I loved the company as well as the environment and 
over the years, formed close friendships with my co-workers.   In addition to accounting, payroll, and property 
management, my responsibilities included faxing weekly bookings, reporting grosses, liaising with the theatres 
on everything and anything, packing and distributing various exhibitor materials as well as folding, cataloguing 
and filing hundreds of movie posters.  Eventually I also became Norman’s booking assistant and realized that 
this was the job I really wanted to do, even though in those days I had to learn to tolerate some pretty strong 
language.  And so began my career as a film programmer.  After 10 years with OTG, I was finally able to join 
the Canadian Picture Pioneers and truly felt that I was part of the film community.

In 1999, Ellis Jacob and Steve Brown purchased Ontario Theatre Group as the basis for a new company 
with a mandate to bring state of the art movie theatres to small communities.   I was delighted and proud to be 
a member of the original Galaxy team that helped make Ellis’ vision a reality.  It was my dream job and even 
though it often involved long hours and extensive (if not always harmonious) telephone exchanges, I enjoyed 
every minute of it.  I learned so much from Ellis and my Galaxy colleagues during those years and will always 
consider them as some of the most exciting and rewarding of my career.  We opened our first Galaxy theatre in 
Sault Ste. Marie in 2000 and the rest is history.  In 2003, Galaxy merged with Cineplex Odeon and I had the 
pleasure of working with the Robs - Wales and Cousins - for whom I have enormous respect and admiration.   
In 2005, Cineplex Galaxy acquired Famous Players and the Cineplex Entertainment Film Department entered 
a new era headed by the incomparable Michael Kennedy.  What a great ride!   

In addition to being blessed with a loving and supportive family – my husband Rob,  my children Gillian, 
Evan and Shayne, and four amazing grandchildren -  I am so fortunate to have had the opportunity to work in 
this remarkable industry for more than 25 years and to have made so many lasting friendships.   It doesn’t get 
much better than that. 

              2015   Diamond Spotlight 
Award Winner

PIONEER
OF THE YEAR
Ian Shaw

DIAMOND
SPOTLIGHT AWARD
Shellie Goldberg

CINEPLEX
IS PROUD TO
CELEBRATECELEBRATE
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As Vice President of Sales, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures Canada, Anthony Macina  

oversees the theatrical distribution of all Walt Disney Studios films in the Canadian market, including  

titles from Disney, Disneynature, Pixar, Marvel, Lucasfilm, and Touchstone. Most recently, Anthony  

handled the distribution of hit films such as Marvel’s Avengers: Age of Ultron and Marvel’s Ant-Man,  

Disney-Pixar’s Inside Out, and Disney’s Cinderella. One of the first releases he worked on at Disney 

was Touchstone’s Pretty Woman, and over the years he has handled sales across Canada for hundreds 

of films, including all 15 Pixar releases, all four Pirates of the Caribbean, Marvel’s The Avengers, and 

Disney’s Frozen. Prior to joining Disney in 1990 as a branch manager, Anthony held sales manager 

positions at 20th Century Fox and MGM-United Artists. He is especially looking forward to Disney’s 

upcoming release of Star Wars: The Force Awakens in December, having worked on the distribution 

of Return of the Jedi during his tenure at Fox. 

Over the course of 36 years in the industry, Anthony has developed strong business relationships and 

friendships with members of the Canadian exhibition community and the Canadian Picture Pioneers. 

Anthony’s career in the entertainment industry began in 1979, after a life-altering conversation with his 

father about packing his suitcases and the high cost of rent. The Toronto native abandoned his original 

plans to grow out his “fro” and become a rock star and accepted a job as a film shipper at Astral Films, 

where he believes he quickly impressed his employers with his shipping acumen. Six months after 

he began working, Astral handed over its shipping responsibilities to Victoria Film Services, which  

fortunately asked him to stay on and offered him a sales position in the film programming department. 

He quickly accepted; it was not only an exciting opportunity for him but, more importantly, he was 

already smitten with the beautiful billing clerk, his future wife Cindy. He and his wife have been married 

for 33 years and they have four grown children and two grandchildren. When not working or watching 

movies, Anthony spends his time playing music and traveling.

©2015 DISNEY/PIXAR

IS PROUD TO HONOUR

ANTHONY MACINA
2015 SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD WINNER

IAN SHAW
2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENT

AND ALL THE OTHER SILVER SPOTLIGHT
AWARD RECIPIENTS

              2015   Silver Spotlight 
Award Winner

2015  SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR   



Movies have always been a part of my life. I started in the motion picture business in March of 1974, 

managing the Monarch Theatre in Medicine Hat for Famous Players Ltd.; a position I held until 

the theatre closed on June 16, 1983. I was proud of the theatre, and loved that my role included  

creating advertising and promotions alongside everything else that came with running the theatre. 

Famous Players acknowledged my efforts in promoting upcoming movies at the theatre, and over the 

course of six years I received 11 Citations of Honour, and two Master Showman Awards. One of the 

most memorable promotions was for the movie Grease, where we entered a Grease-themed float in 

the annual Medicine Hat Stampede parade. Without question, movies and advertising have always 

been great passions of mine.

After the theatre closed, I followed that advertising ambition, and worked in the sales department 

of CHAT TV in Medicine Hat. In May of 1989 I moved my family to Calgary to start in the sales  

department at CFAC TV, now Global Television, where I worked until April of this year.

Shortly after moving to Calgary, my life in the  theatre business was reignited when I joined the  

Canadian Picture Pioneers, Alberta Branch, where I currently serve as Vice President. This is such a 

wonderful organization, and I am proud of the time I have spent alongside some of the industry’s most 

generous and passionate people.

My wife Peggy and I have had a life-long love of movies, all stemming from my years at the Monarch 

Theatre. It’s amazing how much the movie experience has changed over time, but after all these years 

(and more than four decades removed from managing the Monarch) it’s heartening to know that it’s 

still fundamentally the same special experience for young and old alike. We can’t wait to take our   

two-year-old grandson, Jack, to his next movie experience, and help create the next generation of 

movie lovers.

The Alberta Picture Pioneers & 
The Motion Picture Theatre Association 
of Alberta 
congratulate this year’s award recipients.

Congratulations, Dale!

Pioneer of the Year
Ian Shaw

 

Silver Spotlight Awards
Brian Chu, Anthony Macina, Dale Reimer 

Diamond Spotlight Award
Shellie GoldbergCANADIAN

PICTURE
PIONEERSY E A R S

75

              2015   Silver Spotlight 
Award Winner  DaleReimer
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info@satellitecreative.ca

With over 15 years experience executing multi-disciplinary
design campaigns for the Canadian film industry, 
Satellite offers integrated services across the design spectrum.

we revolve around you

[ 2015 Pioneer of the Year ]
Ian Shaw

[ 2015 Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient ]
Shellie Goldberg

[ 2015 Silver Spotlight Award Recipients ]
Anthony MacinaBrian Chu Dale Reimer

congratulates the
2015 Canadian Picture Pioneers
Award Winners

SATELLITE

Congratulations
IAN SHAW
2015 Pioneer of the Year 

Ian, we appreciate your innovation in the motion 
picture industry, as well as the growth of the 
Cineplex Commercial Card program. 

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under license (where applicable). 

DC

www.inspire

VANCOUVER

SS KITS (EPK)

NES (BTS)

T COVERAGE

T

NCE

N

O :

1-800-567-0037

www.inspiredimage.ca 

VANCOUVER  TORONTO

LIVE STREAMIN

ELECTRONIC P

BEHIND THE SC

CAMER

CONCERT & EV

DIGITAL CONT

PRESS CONFER

POST PRODUC

PROVIDING PRODUCTION CREW & EQUIPMENT FOR:

PRESS JUNKETS 

ELECTRONIC PREPRESS KITS (EPK) 

BEHIND THE SCENES (BTS) 

DIGITAL CONTENT 

MULTI-CAMERA COVERAGE

CONCERT & EVENT COVERAGE

PRESS CONFERENCES

LIVE STREAMING

POST PRODUCTION

EW & EQUIPMENT F

© 2015 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Warner Bros. Pictures
Congratulates the 2015

Pioneer of the Year

Ian Shaw

Silver Spotlight Award Recipients
Brian Chu

Anthony Macina
Dale Reimer

Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient
Shellie Goldberg
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ALLIED INTEGRATED MARKETING
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PIONEER OF THE YEAR
IAN SHAW
 
SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENTS
BRIAN CHU
ANTHONY MACINA
DALE REIMER
 
DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENT
SHELLIE GOLDBERG

Our service  will:

our warmest 
congratulations 

to  

Pioneer of the Year 
Ian Shaw

DiamonD SPotlight awarD

 Shellie Goldberg
 

Silver SPotlight awarDS

Brian Chu
Anthony Macina

Dale Reimer

and the additional award recipients:  

CONGRATULATIONS	
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  CIANCIOTTA	
  

VINCENZO	
  GUZZO	
  

SHAUN	
  McALPINE	
  

Congratulations	
  to	
  Joe	
  Peixoto	
  -­‐	
  Diamond	
  Spotlight	
  Award	
  

	
  

	
  

CONGRATULATIONS

Pioneer of the Year
Ian Shaw

 

and the Silver Spotlight Award Recipients
Brian Chu, Anthony Macina, Dale Reimer 

Congratulations to Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient
Shellie Goldberg

The British Columbia Picture Pioneers and 
The Motion Picture Theatre Association of British Columbia 

congratulate this year’s award recipients.

Congratulations, Ian!

Pioneer of the Year
Ian Shaw

 

Silver Spotlight Awards
Brian Chu, Anthony Macina, Dale Reimer 

Diamond Spotlight Award
Shellie GoldbergCANADIAN

PICTURE
PIONEERSY E A R S

75
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2015 
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IAN SHAW
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The Silver & Diamond 
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LOREWRENCODESIGN.COM

NARVALI.COM

CPP_2015AAD_Program_SponsorAd.indd   1 2015-10-28   10:52 AM



 CONGRATULATIONS
 CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS, PIONEER OF THE YEAR 

Thank you for your dedication to the cinema industry.  
We look forward to our continued partnership.

CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT
IAN SHAW

IAN SHAW
 

Brian Chu
Anthony Macina

Dale Reimer

 

Shellie Goldberg

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE 

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

IAN SHAW
AND THE SILVER SPOTLIGHT 

AWARD RECIPIENTS

Brian Chu
Anthony Macina

Dale Reimer

DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT 
AWARD RECIPIENT

Shellie Goldberg

SPECTRUM Customs Border Services Inc.
L.M. CLARK Customers Broker Ltd.

647-237.SCBS (7227)
who is your goto player?

When the game
is on the line • • •

Add us to your team and we’ll help
you win the most important games!

• Reliability • Quality Control
• Credibility • Brandability

• Cost Containment

Take a look at our starting line-up!
One sheets • Standees • Banners • Brochures
Catalogues • Pocket Folders • Playing Cards

Promos & Novelties

Sales@PrintingByHeartland.com
905.502.9998

Congratulates the 2015
Pioneer of the Year

Ian Shaw
and all the

Spotlight Award Recipients

Dupont Contracting Inc.
General Contractors and Engineers

800 Arrow Road, Unit 19
Toronto, ON   M9M 2Z8

marcello@dupontcontracting.ca
Susan Howson and Mackie Research Capital

congratulate the award winners of the

Canadian Picture Pioneers

Member - Canadian Investor Protection Fund

SUSAN HOWSON
Canadian Picture Pioneers Trust
Portfolio Manager Since 1985

416-860-7605
showson@mackieresearch.com

www.susanhowson.com
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Taylore Beechy
Cineplex Entertainment

Jelena Bogdanovic
Cineplex Entertainment

Julianna Bouwers
Cineplex Entertainment

Abeer Abosharia
Cineplex Entertainment

Calista Branter
Landmark Cinemas

Francis Austin Diaz
Cineplex Entertainment

Marnie Dunbar
Landmark Cinemas

Eric Ennis Neuser
Famous Players

Sarah Burton
Cineplex Entertainment

Mark Cashin
Cineplex Entertainment

Faiza Hakim
Cineplex Entertainment

Hayley Henrikson
Cineplex Entertainment

Heather Hamilton
Cineplex Entertainment

Nikolas Harris
Cineplex Entertainment

Kathryn Stewart
Canada Cinema Distribution

Michala Todd
Cineplex Entertainment

Laura Martini
Cineplex Entertainment

Keira Mumford
Cineplex Entertainment

Rene Nsumbu Omalosange
Cineplex Entertainment

Abhiram Srikantharajah
Cineplex Entertainment

Grayce Overhill
Landmark Cinemas

Casey Riddle
Landmark Cinemas



CONGRATULAT I O N S
pioneer of the year2015IAN SHAW
DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT 
AWARD RECIPIENT
Shellie Goldberg

SILVER SPOTLIGHT 
AWARD RECIPIENTS
Brian Chu/ Anthony 
Macina/ Dale Reimer

Your
SMALLWARES

EQUIPMENT
and

experts

101 Industrial Drive • New Albany, MS 38652 • (662) 539-7017 • www.vipcinemaseating.com

Ian Shaw
2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Career Achievement Award Winner

Your efforts behind the scenes for so many years have helped the lives of many.  
Congratulations for this award that you so deserve!

All the best on a
fabulous career.

CONGRATULATIONS

IAN

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS SAY THANKS

“I would like to thank the 
Canadian Picture Pioneers 
for their generous contribution 
to my education.”
Eric Ennis Neuser, Famous Players

“A HUGE thank you for granting 
me this scholarship! It truly means 
a lot to be given the opportunity to 
further my education and love for 
Film!”
Taylore Beechy, Cineplex Entertainment

“I am overwhelmed with gratitude, 
You cannot begin to comprehend 
how much this means to myself 
and my family.”
Casey Riddle, Landmark Cinemas

“I am now graduated and working in 
the hospital in Kenora and enjoying it 
very much. Thanks for helping me 
financially in my graduating year, 
it is very appreciated.”
Justine Edmondson, Famous Players

“This greatly impacts my ability 
to continue with my social work 
degree and helps me manage my 
chronic illness, work hours, 
volunteer commitments, and my 
ability to save up for my Masters.”
Nikolas Harris, Cineplex Entertainment

“I am currently working two jobs to 
help try and support my dream! It 
truly means alot to me, helping me 
one step closer to my goals.”
Michala Todd, Cineplex Entertainment

“It is of great assistance in helping 
me to achieve my academic, 
community, and career goals.”
Mark Cashin, Cineplex Entertainment

“Thank you, thank you, 
thank you... you made 
my year!.”
Thomas Becker, Landmark Cinemas
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I N   M E M O R I A M

THIS LAST YEAR WE LOST THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS ACROSS CANADA

ALBERTA BRANCH

PHILIP H. MAY

BRITISH COLUMBIA BRANCH

KEN ATKEY

NORM REAY

ONTARIO BRANCH

GERALD R. DILLON 

ORVAL FRUITMAN

PETER DOODY 

FRANK KENNEDY

RUSSELL MOFFATT

PETER SOROK

PHILIP TRAYNOR

GEORGINA WILSON

Gerry started in the motion picture industry at the 
Imperial Theatre, Ottawa in 1945. Within the short 
span of five years, he went on to manage both indoor 
and drive-in theatres in Ottawa, Chatham,  
Peterborough and Toronto.

He joined Famous Players, Theatre Confections Ltd. 
(TCL) in 1951 as Supervisor of drive-ins  
concession operations, arenas and Parks.  In 1962 
he was appointed Branch Manager of the Montreal 
Branch of TCL, responsible for theatres in the  
Quebec, Eastern Ontario and the Maritimes.

In 1964, Gerry returned to Toronto to fill the newly 
created position of Eastern Division manager of TCL.  
In 1970 he was appointed to Vice President and 
General Manager of TCL.

No matter what endeavor Gerry undertook it was with 
energy and enthusiasm that virtually guaranteed  

success.  As a member of the Board of Directors of the National Association of Concessionaires from 1970 to 
1975, he was instrumental in arranging and organizing numerous conventions and merchandising seminars to  
promote increased confection sales in theatres and drive-ins.

This same energy and organizational ability was also a windfall to the Canadian Picture Pioneers.  Over many years, 
Gerry and his staff at Theatre Confections was a mainstay of the Annual Pioneers’ Golf Tournament.  The  
traditional “booty bags” and the host of prizes they solicited from suppliers greatly added to the success of the 
event.  Gerry and the TCL staff helped with many other Pioneer evens throughout the years.

Soon after becoming a member of the Canadian Picture Pioneers’ National Board of Directors, Gerry served as 
Secretary-Treasurer for four years and was elected President in 1977.  His term as President brought about a  
substantial increase in the Trust Fund and considerably broadened its benefits to Pioneers in need.

Gerry spent most all of this career at Famous Players’ Theatre Confections Ltd. and was a long serving active  
Canadian Picture Pioneers member.  The Pioneers awarded him a Special Ancillary Award in 1973 and honoured 
him as Pioneer of the Year in 1979.  Gerry retired in 1992 and continued to support the Pioneers for many years.
 

Remembering...
Gerald Dillon



The May family moved to Wainwright from North 
Battleford and Phil’s lifelong association with the 
Movie Theatre Industry began on April 1, 1946. His 
father purchased the “Elite” Theatre in Wainwright. Phil 
was 16 years old at the time and he assisted in the Elite 
as an usher.

Phil’s first successful business venture was the dry 
cleaning business but the pull of the movie industry 
was too strong and he rejoined the theatre business 
in 1952 when the family built a 2nd theatre in Wain-
wright, the “Alma” Theatre, followed by the “Stardust” 
Drive-In in 1953.

Although Phil had many and varied business interests, 
the one constant business throughout his life was the 
Motion Picture Theatre business. Coincidentally with 
the growth and operation of May Theatres which 
Phil and his brother Chuck had taken over from their 
father, Phil and Chuck partnered with Hector Ross 
and Frank Kettner, of Theatre Agencies in Calgary, in 
1965 to found a new Cinema Circuit which has gone 

on to become Landmark Cinemas, Canada’s 2nd largest Motion Picture Theatre company. Phil sold his interests in 
Landmark Cinemas in 2005 and Retired from the Management and Board of Directors of Landmark at that time.

May Theatres, which is now owned by Phil’s sons Mike and Colin will celebrate its 70th birthday in 2016.
September 5, 1955, was arguably the most significant day in Phil’s life: that’s the day, in Edgerton, Alberta, that 
he married Lois Tunney. You can’t speak of Phil’s life and not speak of Lois and the part that she played in it. She 
was his trusted, loyal and ever energetic advisor and partner, whether that was in life, business ventures, charitable 
causes, or any other aspect of Phil’s life.

Phil also had many causes that he believed in and he and Lois worked tirelessly to benefit them: none more so 
than their Founding of the Friends of the Edmonton MS Society and the work that Dr. Ken Warn was conducting 
at the University of Alberta. Their tenacity and perseverance in the founding of the Society and its ongoing support 
over many years was something to behold.

Throughout his life, Phil was always his own man and you always knew what he believed in, stood for, liked and 
didn’t like.

You may not have agreed with Phil’s position but you never had to guess as to what it was.

Remembering...
Philip H. May

Though only sixteen years of age when he answered 

an ad to secure employment at 20th Century Fox as a 

film reviser, Orval Fruitman knew immediately that the 

movie industry was where he belonged.  

He soon moved to Columbia Pictures as a shipper 

and worked his way up to film booking.  Orval then 

moved to Montreal to become the office manager 

in Columbia’s office.  While working in Montreal he 

moved over to Empire-Universal and soon returned 

to Toronto with that company. Orval then worked 

for Jack Bernstein at Allied Artists and then joined 

Cinepix Inc. where he worked for twelve years.

In 1979, he was appointed Vice President and 

General Manager of Pan Canadian Film Distribution 

working with Nat Taylor and Garth Drabinsky.  After 

10 years at Pan Canadian Film he was appointed 

President of Brightstar Distribution acquiring over forty films for distribution and serving as associate producer on 

feature films.  Orval eventually established his own distribution company, Bayview Films Distribution and continued 

developing and distributing product until his retirement.

Orval joined the Canadian Picture Pioneers in 1976.  In 1979, he was elected President and served for two years.  

In 1981, he was honoured with a Special Pioneer Ancillary Award.  During his long membership with the Pioneers, 

he has been a tireless fundraiser with the establishment of the “Sunday Drive-In Screenings” programme across  

Canada.  He did this at a time when regular Sunday shows were prohibited by law in many communities.  This 

project rose over $100,000 for the Trust Fund.  As publisher of the 50th Anniversary Canadian Picture Pioneers 

Awards Dinner book, Orval helped to raise $60,000 for the Trust Fund.   Orval served on the Picture Pioneer 

1978 committee for Nat Taylor’s 60th Anniversary and on the 1980 Pioneer of the Year Dinner for George 

Destounis.  In 1999, the Pioneers honoured OrvaI as Pioneer of the Year.  Long after his retirement Orval  

continued to serve the Pioneers, attending events and board meetings to lend his wise advice.

Remembering...
Orval Fruitman



It was the year  

“Gone with the Wind”, “The Wizard 

of Oz”, “Mr. Smith Goes to  

Washington”, “Stagecoach” and 

“Gunga Din” opened in theatres. 

In 1939 a group of movie industry executives  
gathered to remember the passing of a friend. Jack 
Cohn, one of the founding partners of Columbia 
Pictures, was concerned that it only seemed to be 
funerals that brought industry friends together. 
Motivated by this thought, Cohen and a group of 
industry peers started the Picture Pioneers Inc., 
an organization to bring people in the industry  
together for fellowship and friends willing to help 
each other out in time of need. In the beginning 
membership was restricted to only those who had 
been in the industry for 25 years. 

Many of the original members had help to start the  
major studios in Hollywood. In the first year over 200 
other industry members joined, including some  
Canadians, among them pioneer theatre exhibitor  
Oscar Hanson and John Fitzgibbons, who later 
became president of Famous Players. These men 
brought together their friends Clair Hague and Ray 
Lewis to work on forming a Canadian equivalent and 
by the end of 1940 ratified a charter forming The 
Canadian Picture Pioneers. In the beginning years, 

it became obvious that the need for help would 
increase beyond what had been first contemplated, 
and that formal fundraising plans would have to be 
developed to meet such demands. An important 
first step in those plans would be to apply to the 
Canadian Income Tax Department to register what 
would become the Canadian Picture Pioneers Trust 
Fund as a qualified charity with the right to issue 
receipts for income tax purposes. 

It took until 1947, but this all came together with 
the Trust Document that we still operate under 
today stating that; “The Canadian Picture Pioneers 
Trust Fund shall be used and operated exclusively as 
a charitable fund and not for the benefit or private 
gain or profit of any persons, or of the Pioneers and 
shall be used solely for the relief of needy, poor or 
indigent persons generally throughout Canada and 
more particularly for the relief of any needy, poor or 
indigent persons who have been or are employed 
or were a part of the motion picture industry, or any 
affiliated industry.” From the beginning the Trustees 
struggled to build up a sustaining capital fund. 

Each year, little by little, with the generous  
support of Pioneer members and supporting  
companies the fund has grown but the Pioneers  
still need your assistance. Please remember to 
donate to the Picture Pioneers with regular annual 
contributions, in memory donations and planned 
giving through insurance and estate planning.

Total Assistance provided 
1947 to 2015: 
$2.7 Million

CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS TRUST FUND    2015

The Canadian Picture
Pioneers Scholarship Fund

Thanks, Pioneers
Your contributions have made a huge difference!

Your Canadian Picture Pioneers Scholarship Fund has awarded
more than $275,000 in the past twelve years... changing the 

lives of 170 young people associated with our industry.

Movies are magic and the film industry is full of ambitious,
intelligent and creative young people. If you would like

to support the Pioneers’ future movers-and-shakers,
please consider the Scholarship program.

Let’s keep changing young lives!

CANADIAN
PICTURE
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EUROPEAN HRI LTD.

CONGRATULATES 

CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEER
2015 

PIONEER OF THE YEAR 

IAN SHAW

AND ALL OF THE 
SPOTLIGHT RECIPIENTS

Need money for school?
The Picture Pioneers Scholarship Fund can help.

More scholarships than ever!
If you reside in Canada, are 27 years of age or younger,

enrolled in full-time courses at a post-secondary 
institution and you have worked in the film industry 

in the last six months (or your parent or grandparent 
works in the film industry) you’re eligible to apply.

Watch the Picture Pioneers website
for full details on applying in 2016.

CanadianPicturePioneers.ca

Pioneering Women are thrilled for the 
2015 Picture Pioneer Award Recipients! 

Our sincere congratulations to Ian Shaw for  
his well-deserved Pioneer of  the Year honour, 

and to all the other award recipients. 

A special and honourable mention to 
Diamond Spotlight award-winner 

Shellie Goldberg, a respected female  
pioneer of  our industry, who broke 
down doors so we didn’t have to.

Stay tuned for details on upcoming events!

  @PioneeringWomen
www.facebook.com/pioneeringwomencanada

Join the Picture Pioneers

Who Can Join... Almost Anyone
If you or your company is associated 

with or are suppliers to the movie industry, 
we welcome you to join.

Online membership application
CanadianPicturePioneers.ca

Assisting those in need for 75 yearsCANADIAN
PICTURE

PIONEERSY E A R S
75
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1896
Lumière’s Cinématographe debuts 

in Montreal and Edison’s
Vitascope shows opens in major

cities across Canada.

Charter of the Canadian Picture Pioneers ratified by 
the Canadian government. Clair Hague appointed

President and Ray Lewis Secretary Treasurer.
Membership requires 25 years service.

First Pioneer of the Year Dinner,
marking the 50 years of the

Vancouver’s Electric Theatre

1984

 Cineplex &
   Odeon merge,
      featuring real
         butter and
            two-dollar
                 Tuesdays

1987

2005

     ShowCanada
   debuts in
 Kananaskis,
Alberta

Cineplex
   Galaxy 
        acquires
              Famous
                 Players, 
                   later 
                   sells 34 
                  theatres
                 to Empire
               and
             Fortune

1st Pioneers
Golf Tourney

First gala dinner banquet
to honour a Pioneer,

Simon Meretsky

Pioneers creates the
War Services Committee,
total raised during war

years total 1 million dollars

Sixtieth 
    anniversary
       of movie
          theatre
          celebrations
         organized-
        NFB film
     narrated by
   Walter
 Pidgeon

The Canadian Picture Pioneers

Benevolent Fund approved by the

Canadian government

Canada’s first drive-in

theatre, the Skyway Drive-in

in Stoney Creek, Ontario

First Annual
Business
Meeting -

5 CPP
Branches
formed
across

Canada

                     Canadian Picture Pioneers
                Benevolent Fun becomes the
            Picture Pioneer Trust Fund.
         Tax Receipts
     can now be
    issued

1914
U.S. movie studios each open

Canadian Branches.

1978

2013

1978

Empire
  Theatres
     is formed in
      Nova Scotia

Nat Taylor is
honoured a
2nd time as
a Pioneer
of the Year,
celebrating
   his 60th
     year in the
        business

1979
           Cineplex 18-            screens opens            at the Toronto            Eaton Centre,          formed by Nat        Taylor and     Garth Drabinsky

CPP program payouts

since inception total

over $1 million

2003

2009

Pioneers Student Assistance program created.
Program mainly targets students working

in movie theatres across Canada

             CPP Years of          service        requirement       removed as      membership      prerequisite

2010
Pioneering   Women        launches

2005

Pioneers assistance program

payouts since inception

tops $2 million

200760th anniversary of Pioneers raise

$100K to bring Trust Fund investments

up to $2 million. New logo is launched

2011 2012Theatre exhibition circuits
move from 35mm film
 to digital projection

20142014

20152015

20152015

2015
2015

Pioneers launch

Spotlight movie pass for

retired Pioneer members

Cineplex
Entertainment
       celebrates 100
          years of
          theatre
          history

Total assis
tance

of all P
ioneers

programs si
nce

inception totals

$2.7 milli
on

 CPP celebrates
75th Anniversary

 CPP Student
  Assistance
   program
    provides $75K 
      to 32 students.
       $275K given to
        173 students
          over 13 year
           history

                  Empire Theatres
             sell all theatres,
              divided between
               Landmark
                Cinemas and 
                  Cineplex

1982
Canadian Picture Pioneers

Annual Children’s Hanukkah

and Christmas Party Begins

197
7

Canadian Theatre
 Group

purch
ases O

deon Theatre
s

of C
anada

Landmark Cinemas created,opening the Towne in Calgary

Odeon Theatres
of Canada created

       Yorkdale
      Twin
     Cinemas
    brings
    shopping
     mall 
      multiplex
        to Toronto

Canadian
Theatres
Group 
 begins
  as a 
  chain of
   drive-ins in
     St Catharines,
       Ontario

The Palace
in Montreal
is the first
Wired-for-

Sound
theatre

in Canada

National
 Film Board
 of Canada
  created

Nat Taylor
starts

“Twinex”
Twentieth-

Century
Theatres in

Toronto

       Famous Players
    Canadian Corp
 formed,
building new
Capitol
Theatres
from
Vancouver
to Halifax

Travelling
movies
debut

John
Schuberg’s

Electric
Theatre
opens in

Vancouver

First
“Theatoriums”
opened by 

John C.
Griffin

in
Toronto
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1896
Lumière’s Cinématographe debuts 

in Montreal and Edison’s
Vitascope shows opens in major

cities across Canada.

Charter of the Canadian Picture Pioneers ratified by 
the Canadian government. Clair Hague appointed

President and Ray Lewis Secretary Treasurer.
Membership requires 25 years service.

First Pioneer of the Year Dinner,
marking the 50 years of the

Vancouver’s Electric Theatre

1984

 Cineplex &
   Odeon merge,
      featuring real
         butter and
            two-dollar
                 Tuesdays

1987

2005

     ShowCanada
   debuts in
 Kananaskis,
Alberta

Cineplex
   Galaxy 
        acquires
              Famous
                 Players, 
                   later 
                   sells 34 
                  theatres
                 to Empire
               and
             Fortune

1st Pioneers
Golf Tourney

First gala dinner banquet
to honour a Pioneer,

Simon Meretsky

Pioneers creates the
War Services Committee,
total raised during war

years total 1 million dollars

Sixtieth 
    anniversary
       of movie
          theatre
          celebrations
         organized-
        NFB film
     narrated by
   Walter
 Pidgeon

The Canadian Picture Pioneers

Benevolent Fund approved by the

Canadian government

Canada’s first drive-in

theatre, the Skyway Drive-in

in Stoney Creek, Ontario

First Annual
Business
Meeting -

5 CPP
Branches
formed
across

Canada

                     Canadian Picture Pioneers
                Benevolent Fun becomes the
            Picture Pioneer Trust Fund.
         Tax Receipts
     can now be
    issued

1914
U.S. movie studios each open

Canadian Branches.

1978

2013

1978

Empire
  Theatres
     is formed in
      Nova Scotia

Nat Taylor is
honoured a
2nd time as
a Pioneer
of the Year,
celebrating
   his 60th
     year in the
        business

1979
           Cineplex 18-            screens opens            at the Toronto            Eaton Centre,          formed by Nat        Taylor and     Garth Drabinsky

CPP program payouts

since inception total

over $1 million

2003

2009

Pioneers Student Assistance program created.
Program mainly targets students working

in movie theatres across Canada

             CPP Years of          service        requirement       removed as      membership      prerequisite

2010
Pioneering   Women        launches

2005

Pioneers assistance program

payouts since inception

tops $2 million

200760th anniversary of Pioneers raise

$100K to bring Trust Fund investments

up to $2 million. New logo is launched

2011 2012Theatre exhibition circuits
move from 35mm film
 to digital projection

20142014

20152015

20152015

2015
2015

Pioneers launch

Spotlight movie pass for

retired Pioneer members

Cineplex
Entertainment
       celebrates 100
          years of
          theatre
          history

Total assis
tance

of all P
ioneers

programs si
nce

inception totals

$2.7 milli
on

 CPP celebrates
75th Anniversary

 CPP Student
  Assistance
   program
    provides $75K 
      to 32 students.
       $275K given to
        173 students
          over 13 year
           history
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              divided between
               Landmark
                Cinemas and 
                  Cineplex
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Thank you to Paul Diker for creative content and Paul Moore for industry history.



YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK….

Providing financial assistance to industry members in 

need for additional health care expenses and other  

incremental general living expenses.

Assisting industry families and students with the  

Canadian Picture Pioneers Student Assistance 

Scholarship program.

Improving the quality of our members’ lives when  

they need it the most.

cdnpicturepioneers@rogers.com   

CanadianPicturePioneers.ca   416-368-1139

CANADIAN
PICTURE

PIONEERSY E A R S
75


