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Darlene Elson 

Ernie MacDonald Ernie MacDonald 
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Robert Wales
SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT
Warmly Salutes 

2013 Pioneer of the Year

And congratulates the Silver Spotlight Recipients
Louise Campbell
Darlene Elson
Ernie MacDonald

And the Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient
Frank Kettner
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IS PROUD TO HONOUR

2013 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

(ONE OF OUR FAVOURITE PEOPLE TO HANG WITH)

© 2013 Disney

AND ALL THE 
SILVER SPOTLIGHT 
AWARD RECIPIENTS



1940–41 Clair Hague

1942 O.R. Hanson

1943–45 Clair Hague

1946 Leo Devaney

1947–49 Hon. J. Earl Lawson, K.C.

1950 Ray Lewis

1951 O.R. Hanson

1952–55 N.A. Taylor

1956–57 Morris Stein

1958–59 R.W. Bolstad

1960–62 Frank H. Fisher

1963–65 Dan Krendel

1966–67 Leonard Bishop

1968–69 Myer Axler

1970 A.L. “Pat” Travers

1971 Lloyd C. Pearson

1972–73 Leonard Bernstein

1974–75 Lionel Lester

1976–77 Don Watts

1978 Gerald Dillon

1979–80 Orval Fruitman

1981–82 Jack Bernstein

1983 Ted Hulse

1984–85 Dudley Dumond

1986–88 Barry Carnon

1989–90 Ron Emilio

1990 Barry Silver

1990–92 Robert Stinson

1993–94 Michael Taylor

1995–97 Phil Carlton

1998–2001 Cathy Watson

2002–Present Phil May

Harriet Bernstein, Karen Burke-Keniston, Margaret Burnside, Louise Campbell, 
Karen Davis, Jennifer Hofley, Michael Kennedy, Ernie MacDonald, Greg Mason, 

Michael Mosca, Sarah Necoloff, John Pedersen, Ian Shaw, 
Sandra Stewart, Darren Stokes, Robert Wales, Jason Wright   

HONORARY LIFE DIRECTOR Barry Chapman

PRESIDENT
Louise Campbell

VICE PRESIDENT
Dale Reimer

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Darlene Ullman

TRUST FUND LIAISON
Neil Campbell

PRESIDENT
Michael Mosca

VICE PRESIDENT
Armand Zwibel

SECRETARY       TREASURER
 Susan Karam   Tom Fermanian

GENERAL MANAGER
Mario Fortin

TRUST FUND LIAISON
John Xinos

PRESIDENT
Ernie MacDonald

VICE PRESIDENT
Adam Noble

SECRETARY       TREASURER
 Wayne Carter   Don Mitchell

TRUST FUND LIAISON
Adam Noble

PRESIDENT
John Pedersen

VICE PRESIDENT
Brent Calvert

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Ted Bielby

TRUST FUND LIAISON
John Pedersen

a l b e r t a

q u e b e c

t r u s t  f u n d

a t l a n t i c  r e g i o n

n a t i o n a l  e x e c u t i v e

b r i t i s h  c o l u m b i a

PRESIDENT Phil May

VICE PRESIDENTS Denise James, Danish Vahidy

SECRETARY / TREASURER Paul Wroe

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR John Freeborn

LEGAL COUNSEL Brian W. Chu Bogart Robertson & Chu, Toronto

AUDITOR Brendan Pennylegion Chartered Accountant Licensed Public Accountant

CHAIRMAN Paul Wroe

TREASURER Cathy Watson 

TRUSTEES Barry Myers, Philip Carlton, Phil May 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR John Freeborn 

INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 
MANAGER Susan Howson Director, Portfolio Manager Mackie Research Capital Corporation

2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS & TRUSTEES

First Row: Greg Mason, Barry Myers, Cathy Watson, Karen Burke-Keniston, Karen Davis, Sandy Stewart, Sarah Necoloff

Second Row: Ian Shaw, John Pedersen, John Freeborn, Rob Wales, Denise James, Louise Campbell, Phil May

Back Row: Ron Flynn, Adam Nobel, Neil Campbell

Absent: Harriet Bernstein, Margaret Burnside, Jennifer Hofley, Michael Kennedy, Ernie MacDonald, Michael Mosca, Darren Stokes, 
 Danish Vahidy, Jason Wright, Paul Wroe

B O A R D 
OF 

DIRECTORS
2 0 1 3

PAST
PRESIDENTS
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Warner Bros. Pictures
Congratulates the 2013

Pioneer of the Year

Robert Wales

Silver Spotlight Award Recipients

Louise Campbell
Darlene Elson

Ernie MacDonald

Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient

Frank Kettner

© 2013 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved.



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2012 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

 Tessa Bulua Nora Elmi Nikolas Harris

 Temitope Oluyomi Damilola Oyenuga Amanda Pallone

 Patrycja Pawlik Kevin Ram Briana Robinson

 Amanda Teixeira Kayla Teneycke Philip Warner

  Jennifer Watson

2013 scholarship recipients will be announced at the Awards Dinner.

PIONEER OF THE YEAR SPECIAL AWARD RECIPIENTS
1953 John J. Fitzgibbons C.B.E.  Lt.Col John A. Cooper, Ray Lewis, Bernard E. Norrish
1954 Jack Arthur O.B.E. William McLaughlin, Charles Stephenson
1955 Louis Rosenfeld  Hy Bossin
1956 Oscar Hanson James A. Whitebone, Winnipeg Branch
1957 William Summerville Sr. Kenneth Leach
1958 N.A. (Nat) Taylor A.J. Laurie, William Singleton, Walter Wilson, J. Howard Booth, Charles Krupp
1959 Haskell Masters Frank Gow, Joshua Lieberman, Harold Pfaff, David Rothstein, 
1960 Morris Stein  Reg Doddridge, Tom Cleary, Clare Appel, Steve Rolsten
1961 Reuben W. Bolstad  Bert Copper, William Redpath, Robert Hurwitz, J.F. (Jimmy) Davies, Izzy H. Allen
1962 William Lester  Roy Tash, Bill Stewart, Hugh Sedgwick
1963 Frank Fisher  Ken Beach, J.M. Rice, William Reeves
1964 Robert D. Hurwitz & Harry W. Hurwitz  O.J. Silverthorne, Tom Daley
1965 Herbert Allen Charles Dentelbeck, F. Gordon Spencer, Fred Varlow
1966 Dan Krendel  Art Bahen, Maynard Joiner, David Rothstein, A.L. (Pat) Travers
1967 Harold Pfaff First 50 year Scrolls awarded to over 100 Pioneer members
1968 Harvey Harnick  Harry Irving Howard, James Nairn, May Chinn, Hy Swartz
1969 Leonard Bishop  Walter DuPerrier, Nat Gordon, Abe Levy, Zeke Sheine
1970 David Rothstein  Jack Fitzgibbons, Ferg Martin, Ivan Ackery
1971 Myer Axler  Owen Bird, Lionel Lester, Phil Maurice, Andy Rouse
1972 Zeke Sheine Bert Brown, Florence Long, Hector Ross, Sam Swartz
1973 David Ongley Q.C.  Gerry Dillon, John Ferguson, Curly Posen
1974 O.J. Silverthorne  Lloyd Pearson, Murray Lynch, Gerald Sutherland
1975 Leonard Bernstein Morris Appleby, Jack Armstrong-Taylor, Robert Myers, Larry Strick
1976 Lionel Lester  Romeo Goudreau, Dawson Exley, Barry Myers, Bill Devitt
1977 Hector Ross  Les Sprague, Frank Marshall, Martin Simpson, Harry Blumsom
1978 N.A. (Nat) Taylor  Ross Campbell, Blain Covert
1979 Gerry Dillon  Doug Gow, Harold Joyal, Fred Leavens, Bert Wiber
1980 George Destounis  Don Watts, John Bernard, Greig Jones
1981 Barry Myers  Orval Fruitman, Herb Mathers, Mark Kramer, Fred Levitt
1982 Robert Myers  Dudley Dumond, Al Youngson, Syd Sniderman, Cecil Johnston
1983 Jack Bernstein  Barry Carnon, Mort Prevost, Al Laubenstein, Vi Hosford
1984 Don Watts  Hilliard Gunn, George Heiber, Genny LeBlanc, Irving Stern
1985 Chris Salmon  Ted Hulse, A.W. Shackelford, Nadie Wolk, Cedric Woodbury
1986 Morris Appleby  Herb Black, Doug Isman, Olive MacDonald, Bud Prygrocki
1987 Doug Gow  Jack Gow, Graydon Hulse, Ruth Melman, Michael Taylor
1988 Barry Carnon  Betty Bellamy, Jack Franko, Jim Fustey, Dan Jardine
1989 A.L. (Pat) Travers Don McKelvie, Doug Pinder, David Wolk
1990 Dudley Dumond  Dan McLeod, Pat McIntyre, Paul Wroe
1991 Ron Emilio  Lou Barr, Phil Carlton, Roly Rickard, Bryan Rudston-Brown
1992 Ted Hulse  Joan Brown, Gail Shiffman, Ron Tiboni
1993 Robert Stinson  Gordon Purnell, Cathy Watson
1994 Herb Mathers  Brian Rogers, Richard Lothian, Bob Shackleford, Ellie Munro
1995 Michael Taylor  Hank Heck, Denise James, Gary D. Martin
1996 Doug Pinder Ancillary Awards not presented in 1996
1997 Paul Wroe  Dene Joyal, Bob MacDonald
1998 Philip R. Carlton  Karen Davis, Bob Scott
1999 Orval Fruitman  Ted Bielby, Brian Stewart, Sandy Stewart
2000 John Bailey  Ray Mainland, Ian Shaw, Al Whittle. Tom Fermanian
2001 Doug Isman Marie Formosa, John Freeborn, Michael Goldberg
2002 Cathy Watson  Colin Davis, Bruce Elves, Phil May, Ken Williamson
2003 Sandra Stewart Harriet Bernstein, Michael Kennedy, Greg MacNeil, John Pedersen
2004 Allen Karp Neil Campbell, Jennifer Hofley, Dean Leland, Clinton Young
2005 Karen Davis Dianne Schwalm, Robert Wales, John Xinos
2006 Brian Stewart Kelley Bowman, Barry Chapman, Denis Hurtubise, Isabella Middleton Howe
2007 Michael Kennedy Adina Lebo, Kevin Norman, Raffaele Papalia, Danish Vahidy
2008 Eugene Amodeo Margaret Burnside, Pierre Gauthier, Dan McGrath, Michael Mosca
2009 Denise James Stan Ford, Greg Mason, Darren Stokes
2010 Stuart Fraser Guy Gagnon, Karen Burke Keniston, Leonard Schein
2011 Michael Goldberg Adam Noble, Darlene Ullman, Jason Wright, Donna Grant
2012 Neil Campbell Jason de Courcy, Ron Flynn, Sarah Necoloff, Susan Smythe-Bishop

Our apologies for any errors or omissions due to missing records. 
Please call the Canadian Pioneers office in Toronto with any corrections. (416) 368-1139

1952 - First Canadian Picture Pioneers Gala Dinner celebrating 
50 Years of Theatre Exhibition across Canada

Honours presented to:  
Jule Allen, George Ganetakos, A.J. Mason, Ernest Ouimet, John Schuberg and F. G. Spencer

ROBERT  WALES
2013 Pioneer of the Year Award Winner

LOUISE CAMPBELL    DARLENE ELSON    ERNIE MACDONALD

2013 Silver Spotlight Award Winners

FRANK KETTNER

2013 Diamond Spotlight Award Winner

CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS
Board of Directors, Trustees and Members across Canada congratulate this year’s honourees and 
thank them for their dedicated service to the Pioneers over the years. We would like to thank every 
one of our members and sponsors across the country for supporting the Picture Pioneers. Your 
continued support of events, annual donations and in memory bequeaths are truly appreciated 
by those who need our assistance.

CANADIAN
PICTURE
PIONEERS
HONOUR

ROLL

PIONEER
of the
YEAR
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IMAX
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Karen Burke-Keniston

Karen Davis

John Freeborn

Jennifer Hofley

Phil May

Shaun McAlpine

Wallace Seto

Danish Vahidy

D I N N E R  C O M M I T T E E

WINE

A special thanks to the team at Allied Integrated Marketing for their dedication and 

expertise in creating The Picture Pioneers Award Programme. We also send out a   

well-deserved thank you to all the companies that support our program magazine each year.  

We count on your generousity to help keep our organization strong and healthy.

Special thank you 

to Award Dinner 

Master of Ceremonies 

Michael Kennedy. 

SPONSORS SPONSORS

DINNER SPONSOR

PHOTOGRAPHER
JOHN NARVALI

VIDEO PRODUCTION 
& EVENT S IGNAGE

We salute and 

thank the following 

who have contributed 

their time, talents and 

financial support to this 

year's award dinner.

PHOTOGRAPHY

AWARDS BOOK

PRIZES
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Pioneer of The Year

roberT Wales
A D D I T I O n A l  S I l v E r  S P O T l I g h T  A w A r D S 

 Louise CampbeLL
DarLene eLson

ernie maCDonaLD

 D I A M O n D  S P O T l I g h T  A w A r D

Frank kettner

Congratulations



2013 PIONEER 
OF THE YEAR

SILVER SPOTLIGHT A WA R D  W I N N E R S
Louise Campbell • Darlene Elson • Ernie MacDonald

DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT A WA R D  W I N N E R
Frank Kettner

PIONEERS
PAST

&
PRESENT

CANADIAN 

PICTURE

PIONEERS

ROBERT WALES

Morris Stein
1960

R.W. Bolstad
1961

William G. Lester
1962

Hector Ross
1977

N.A. Taylor
1978

Robert Myers
1982

Gerald Dillon
1979

George P. Destounis
1980

Barry Myers
1981

Jack Bernstein
1983

Don Watts
1984

Chris Salmon
1985

Barry Carnon
1988

Morris Appleby
1986

Doug Gow
1987

John Bailey
2000

Michael Taylor
1995

Doug Pinder
1996

Paul Wroe
1997

Philip R. Carlton
1998

Orval Fruitman
1999

A.L. “Pat” Travers
1989

Dudley Dumond
1990

Ron Emilio
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Robert Stinson
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Herb Mathers
1994

Doug Isman
2001

Cathy Watson
2002

Sandra I. Stewart
2003

Allen Karp
2004

Karen Davis
2005

Brian Stewart
2006

Neil Campbell
2012

Michael Kennedy
2007

Eugene Amodeo
2008
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2009

Stuart Fraser
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Michael Goldberg
2011

Haskell Masters 
1959

William Summerville Sr.
1957

Oscar Hanson
1956

Jack Arthur, O.B.E.
1954

Louis Rosenfeld
1955

N. A. Taylor
1958

Dan Krendel
1966

Harold Pfaff
1967

Frank H. Fisher
1963

Harry W. Hurwitz
1964

Robert D. Hurwitz
1964

Herbert Allen
1965 

David Rothstein
1970

Harvey Harnick
1968

Len Bishop
1969

Myer Axler
1971

Zeke Sheine
1972

David J. Ongley, Q.C.
1973

O.J. Silverthorne
1974

Leonard Bernstein
1975

Lionel Lester
1976

John J. Fitzgibbons, C.B.E
1953
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CINEPLEX 
CONGRATULATES

PIONEER OF THE YEAR
Robert Wales

DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENT
Frank Kettner

SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENTS
Louise Campbell, Darlene Elson 

and Ernie MacDonald

™/® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license.

SOUL
OFTHE
CINEMA.

PIONEEROF THE YEAR

ROBERT WALES
SILVER SPOTLIGHT WINNERS

LOUISE CAMPBELL
DARLENE ELSON
ERNIE MACDONALD
DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT WINNER

FRANK KETTNER

Congratulations to all the winners honoured at the 
Canadian Picture Pioneer Awards. Your commitment 
and dedication have made a difference in the motion 
picture community in Canada.

SOULOF THE CITY
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DIAMOND SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENT
Frank Kettner

Wallace & Carey proudly salutes: Robert Wales
2013 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

SILVER SPOTLIGHT AWARD RECIPIENTS
Louise Campbell
Darlene Elson
Ernie MacDonald

– THEODORE ROOSEVELT

The British Columbia Picture Pioneers and 
The Motion Picture Theatre Association of British Columbia 

congratulate this year’s award recipients.

Congratulations, Robert!

Pioneer of the Year
Robert Wales

 

2013 Silver Spotlight Awards

Louise Campbell, Darlene Elson, Ernie MacDonald
 

2013 Diamond Spotlight Award

Frank Kettner
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Two shining
examples

of star power

Rob Wales
Landmark Cinemas Canada
Senior Director, Film Buying

Pioneer of the Year

Louise Campbell
President,

Alberta Picture Pioneers
Silver Spotlight Award

Congratulations
to all of this year’s

Canadian Picture Pioneers
Award Recipients
Diamond Spotlight Award

 Frank Kettner
“A true original” and one of the founding

partners of Landmark Cinemas of Canada

Silver Spotlight Award
• Darlene Elson

• Ernie MacDonald



ROBERT WALES
Senior Director, Film Buying - Landmark Cinemas Canada

2013 Pioneer of the Year

Born

movie

Work
experience

outside
our industry

First 
industry 

experience
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of digital 
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hosting
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management 
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Number
of 
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green 
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at
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invitational

one
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worked
during 

my career
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early career
experience
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board Years

in
theatres

in
film

booking

with
empire
theatres

Oddest
theatre
manager

experience

Lowest 
golf score

(after handicap)
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enjoyable
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experience

oshawa, 
ontario Siblings three 

sisters
paper
boy

manual 
payrolls - you 

could sit for hours 
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? hillcrest
mallmarket
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showcase

hyland

eaton
centre

south
common
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york
fairview
(odeon) scarborough
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The original “$2 Tuesday” 
at the Cineplex Eaton 

Centre, when the theatre 
would be sold out for the 
entire evening by 6:45 pm 
and police were required 
to manage the crowds

Being 
asked to transfer 

a 16mm print from the 
Hillcrest Mall Cineplex to 

the Head Office, and 
falling asleep on the 

subway and leaving the 
print behind when my stop 

was called. 
(A kindly stranger picked 

it up and turned it in)

new
Spending 

90 minutes with a guest 
going through garbage 
bags from the previous 

night, looking for her false 
teeth that she claimed 
were left in the theatre. 
(No, we didn’t find them)

real
film

curtains
10

golf
tournament

7

27
9

-110

swimming
with dolphins 
in Cozumel

(Although, 
I was the 
odds-on 
favourite 

every year)

Canadian 
Picture Pioneers 
Ancillary Award

no more
scratched

prints!

2003
pioneer of the year 

Sandra 
Stewart

2002
presenting 

Ancillary Award to 
Phil 
May

presenting
at pioneer awards

all 
about
eve



 Louise grew up in Manitoba as an “oil 

brat”. After growing up in the 50’s and 60’s  

she discovered that it was a very good life. 

She thought everyone had new houses and 

flush toilets their whole life.  Louise met Neil in 

high school in 1968 and started in the industry 

working for Rothstein Theatres as a candy girl 

that same year.  

 After college and marriage, Neil joined the industry in 1974 and she worked with him while raising 

their family. She followed him around the country, starting in Weyburn, SK, Medicine Hat, AB, St. Albert, AB,  

Fort McMurray, AB, Calgary, AB, Toronto, ON and then back to Calgary. She had a baby in each of the 

three prairie provinces and friends often asked when they would move to BC and have another baby.   

She always laughed and said three was plenty.  

 In 1987, Louise was inducted into the CPP by Jack Valente at the first ShowCanada in  

Kananaskis.  In 1998, Louise & Neil moved to Toronto where Louise worked for Warner Bros. and then 20th 

Century Fox.  In 2001, they moved back to Calgary where she worked for Theatre Agencies. In the mid 90’s 

she was secretary/treasurer for the Alberta branch of CPP.  She has been President of the Alberta Branch 

of the CPP for the last 4 years.  During Louise’s tenure as President of The Alberta branch of CPP,  she spoke 

and listened to the industry, changed the traditional dates of the AGM to better accommodate the  

members.  The theatre chains were approached politely but firmly to encourage their staff to attend/join, 

resulting in the attendance at the 2011 AGM increasing by 300%.  2012 & 2013 continued to grow and 

has taken steps for the 2014 tournament to be in a position so that interested parties from Toronto, and 

elsewhere would have the opportunity to attend.  She continues to solicit membership across the province 

from chains and independents alike. She took on the task of speaking to all the members who will qualify  

for the Pioneer Movie Pass, and building the connection even stronger with our older members and the 

Pioneers of 2013. 

 On the personal side, Louise also serves on the board of Calgary Seniors’ Resource Society, a not 

for profit society with an operating budget of several millions, which endeavours to help hundreds of  

vulnerable seniors stay connected within their community and remain in their homes, through programs such 

as “Adopt a Grandparent” and many others.  She chairs the Personnel Committee, and is a member of their 

Executive Committee. In the 1990’s until 2005, Louise sang with Sweet Adeline’s (all women’s acapella  

four part harmony).  It was a great experience and gave her the opportunity to travel locally and  

internationally.  Her biggest and first love has always been her husband Neil and their three children and 

now four grandchildren; Drew, Robin (Aaron), Bryce (Melanie), and grandchildren Carson (7), Haven (6), 

Harlo (3) and Maya (14 months). It is their love and support that has allowed me to work my way through 

this path called ‘My Life’.

LOUISE 
CAMPBELL
President
Canadian Picture Pioneers
Alberta Branch

Silver Spotlight Award

Congratulations
Rob Wales

2013 Pioneer
of the Year

And a proud, local nod
to two dedicated Albertans

Motion Picture Theatre Association of Alberta

Congratulations to Silver Spotlight Award Recipients Darlene Elson and Ernie MacDonald

LOUISE CAMPBELL
Silver Spotlight Award

FRANK KETTNER
Diamond Spotlight Award



 I would like to congratulate Mr. Rob Wales, 

the 2013 Pioneer of the Year; my fellow Silver 

Spotlight Award recipents Mrs. Louise Campbell 

and Mr. Ernie MacDonald; and the Diamond 

Spotlight Award recipient Mr. Frank Kettner.

I have never worked in a movie theatre, but I 

did spend many weekends enjoying the movies 

at the Imperial Six, the Uptown/Backstage and 

at our local drive-ins.  My friends and I would 

stay in the theatre complex and watch the same movie over again since they never kicked you out.  It is 

wonderful that I ended up working in this industry and doing something that I thoroughly love.  One of my 

fondest memories is going to the 70mm film festival at the Cinesphere every year to watch Die Hard, Top 

Gun and Aliens on the big screen with my late brother David.  Another one is Sunday family movie night, 

watching 16mm movies in our living room.

 My career in the film industry started in 1983, as a receptionist for Orion Pictures, which was just 

opening a Canadian Distribution Office.  I then became a cashier in the Accounts Receivable department 

and then in 1986, a film booker for the Western Canada territory. In the spring of 1992, I was offered a  

film booking position with Paramount Pictures… just in the nick of time as Orion was in the process of  

bankruptcy closures.  Three years later, I applied for a Sales Manager position with 20th Century Fox.  I 

have been with Fox for seventeen years now; currently I am the Manager, District Sales and manage the 

Exhibitor Relations for Canada.

 I always think of others first, I am quick to lend a helping hand and I believe that it is better to give 

than to receive.  These are some of my values that I share with my sons Austin and Hunter.  My sister Denise 

James was very active within the Canadian Picture Pioneers, it just seemed natural that I too was quick  

to volunteer wherever and however I could. Phil May got me involved with the Annual Kids Christmas /

Chanukah Party by packing the booty bags and being his head elf the day of the event.  When Phil May 

stepped down as Chairperson for this event, I volunteered to take the reins for the next couple of years.   

I still help out every year at this event, as there is nothing better than seeing the kids so excited about  

receiving a bag of goodies and getting their picture taken on Santa’s knee. Cathy Watson got me  

involved with our annual August Canadian Picture Pioneers Golf Tournament and Picnic which has me  

arriving early to help with the room set up and the selling of the ever so popular raffle tickets throughout 

the day.  I wish I had more hours to volunteer as I do enjoy it very much. However, as a single mother to 

Austin and Hunter, my spare time is very limited.  Volunteers are always needed to help keep these events 

running from year to year.  I highly recommend that everyone volunteer for events within our industry, so 

please choose one next year. You will find that it is a great place to make wonderful friends.

 I have the upmost respect for every person that I work with on a day to day basis and appreciate 

their friendship.  I would like to thank the Canadian Picture Pioneers for acknowledging me with this award.

DARLENE
ELSON
Manager
District Sales
20th Century Fox

Silver Spotlight Award



 Favorite Movie memory? Sept 23, 1989. 

I took my girlfriend Karen on our 1st date to 

see “When Harry Met Sally” and got caught in 

Hurricane Hugo’s rampage through Southern 

Ontaio that night! We took the bus and get 

soaked! Thankfully, Karen did not hold the  

Hurricane against me and has since given me 

2 wonderful boys and a life I would not wish to 

change in any way. Thanks Honey!

 Before I started in the movie theatre business I held the distinction of being the youngest Restaurant 

Manager in Canada for Burger King® running the location on Mississauga Road in 1990. I had a great  

career with them that was highlighted when I moved back home to Halifax NS in 95-96 and successfully 

opened 3 corporate restaurants in 18 months. 

 Over coffee one summer morning in 2000 Karen saw an article for Empire Company. She asked if I 

ever considered working for the cinemas? I was in the market for a career change so I looked into it and 

found Empire was opening 2 new 5 screen locations. I applied and was offered the job. When I asked 

which location I was to run, the Director of Operations pointed to the theatre in the parking lot and said 

“right there”. I was shocked into silence (those that know me will tell you that does not happen too often lol). 

I just got hired to run the flagship 18 screen complex with and IMAX! I was terrified and excited all at the 

same time!

 Looking back, I can credit my interest and abilities in management in part to my experiences as 

a youth. My Father got me into Sea Cadets when I was just 11 living in Sydney, Nova Scotia. I loved it. In 

years that followed I became Chief of the Guard and Acting Chief of the Core. I learned so much about 

setting goals and achieving them, hard work and reward, respect, humility, how to take and give direction 

etc. To this day I don’t think I have ever told my Dad just what those experiences have meant to my career 

and life... oh, I guess I just did. Thanks Dad. 

 As a General Manager and District Manager, I established a strong community links. My team and 

I have raised thousands of dollars for charities, been strong supporters of corporate charitable initiatives, 

ran our own Annual Charity Holiday Screenings, bought Smart Pumps for the Children’s Hospital and much 

more. We have been recognized many times for outstanding film promotions; I was hired in Aug 2000 and  

in November 2000 placed 5th Nationally for Rugrats In Paris - I still have that engraved bottle of wine!  

Together we have won our share of performance based awards.  I served as Director and Chair of the 

(BLBA) Bayers Lake Business Association. I was proud to have been able to conceive of and establish a 

reliable revenue stream for this not-for-profit organization. These initiatives and accomplishments are the 

reason why I was honored with the task to revive the long dormant Atlantic Chapter of the Picture Pioneers. 

I am truly humbled to have my name share a spot on the list of past recipients of this award. There is a lot 

left to do back home in Atlantic Canada and I look forward to supporting this wonderful organization for 

many years to come.

Ernie 
MacDonald
General Manager
Cineplex Cinemas
Bayers Lake

Silver Spotlight Award



 Frank Kettner has been a fixture in the 

Canadian motion picture business for over fifty 

years.  In 1951, together with partner Hector 

Ross (who passed away in 2001), Frank formed 

a motion picture buying and booking agency, 

Theatre Agencies, that acted on behalf of  

independent theatre owners throughout  

Western Canada, Western Ontario, the Yukon and the Northwest Territories.  The business expanded when 

they partnered with Doug Isman, of Westcoast Theatre Services in Vancouver (who passed away in 2012) 

and Barry Myers, of Prairie Allied Booking Services, Winnipeg.  Encouraged by early successes, Frank and 

Hector broke into exhibition, starting out with Calgary’s Towne Cinema in 1965. 

 Together with brothers Phil and Chuck May, the partners gradually expanded into small towns and 

bigger markets throughout Western Canada.  That theatre chain became Landmark Cinemas of Canada.  

Over the years, Landmark embraced every mode of exhibition, from 15 drive-ins to art houses to single 

screens to megaplexes.  By 2005, when Frank sold his interest in the circuit to private equity firms Manvest 

Inc. and Polar Capital, Landmark Cinemas had become the third largest chain in Canada with 134 screens 

in Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and the Yukon Territory.

 Frank and Hector’s success extended into the film distribution business.  They formed Roke Distributors 

and Roke Entertainment Group, becoming for many years the exclusive Western Canadian sub-distributor 

for Walt Disney, Touchstone and Hollywood Pictures.  Together they also formed Canfilm Screen Services, 

which bought, booked and distributed 16 mm film and projection equipment throughout Western Canada 

and the Northern Territories. 

 Frank’s passionate commitment to the business led him to serve as President of the Motion Picture 

Theatre Association of Canada for six years.  His contribution to the Industry saw Frank recognized as 

“Honoree of the Year” by the Alberta Motion Picture Theatre Association at their 57th Annual General 

Meeting in Banff in 2003.  Together with his wife Sophie (who passed away in 2010) Frank has been  

honoured countless times for his service to Jewish causes.  He served in the Israeli Army, was President of the 

Calgary Hebrew School, President of the B’nai Brith, led many community missions to Israel, and has been 

honored by the Jewish National Fund.  Frank has two children, Carla and Eric, and two granddaughters, 

Remy and Sasha.  He still loves going to the movies.

FRANK
KETTNER
Founding Partner
Landmark Cinemas Canada

Diamond Spotlight Award



Congratulates
Canadian Picture Pioneers

2013 Pioneer of the Year Recipient:

ROBERT WALES

Silver Spotlight Award Recipients:

LOUISE CAMPBELL
DARLENE ELSON

ERNIE MacDONALD

“Coca-Cola” and the Wave Design are registered trademarks of Coca-Cola Ltd., used under license.

Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient:
Frank Kettner

Get ready for your close-up

Christie® offers our most sincere congratulations to the 

Canadian Picture Pioneers Award winners. It’s leaders 

like you that have put Canada in the spotlight, and will 

continue to ensure that Canada is represented in the 

most professional and positive light.
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2 0 1 3  P i o n e e r  o f  t h e  Ye a r

ROBERT WALES
and 

Silver Spotlight Award Recipients

LOUISE CAMPBELL

DARLENE ELSON

ERNIE  MacDONALD

Diamond Spotlight Award Recipient

FRANK KETTNER

Congratulations!
Congratulates

LOUISE CAMPBELL
2013 Silver Spotlight Award Recipient

and

ROBERT WALES
2013 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

And  the other Diamond and  
Silver Spotlight Recipients
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is proud to honour

ROBERT WALES
2013 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to Award Recipients

LOuisE CAmpbELL 

DaRLEnE ELSon 

ERniE macDonALD

fRank kEttnEr

If you reside in Canada, are 27 years of age or younger, 
enrolled in full-time courses at a post-secondary 

institution and you have worked in the film industry in 
the last six months (or your parent or grandparent 
works in the film industry) you’re eligible to apply. 

Watch the Picture Pioneers web site 
for full details on applying in 2014. 

CanadianPicturePioneers.ca 
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Celebrating a century of business excellence

1911 - 2011

Congratulations

Canadian Picture Pioneers

2013 Annual Award Dinner

Honorees

Robert Wales
Louise Campbell, Darlene Elson

Ernie MacDonald, & Frank Kettner

from



2012
MEMORIES

2012
MEMORIES

pictures by
John Narvali



CONGRATULATIONS	  	  

ROBERT	  WALES	  -‐	  Pioneer	  of	  the	  Year	  

AND	  THE	  SILVER	  SPOTLIGHT	  AWARD	  RECIPIENTS	  

LOUISE	  CAMPBELL	  

DARLENE	  ELSON	  

ERNIE	  MacDONALD	  

Congratulations	  to	  Frank	  Kettner	  -‐	  Diamond	  Spotlight	  Award	  

	  

	  

“Pioneer of the Year” award winner

robert wales
Empire Theatres

Louise Campbell 
Alberta Canadian Picture Pioneers 

Branch President

ernie Macdonald 
Empire Theatres

darlene elson 
20th Century Fox

“diaMond SPotLight award” honouree

frank Kettner

“SiLver SPotLight award” honoureeS

Your dediCated LeaderShiP to the induStrY and CoMMunitY  
it ServeS iS an inSPiration to uS aLL. 

RentRak Congratulates 

CanadianPicturePioneers.ca

Stay Connected about news and 
events with our website!



CANADIAN
PICTURE PIONEERS

2012
SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

Jennifer Watson
Cineplex

Amanda Teixeira
Cineplex

Phillip Warner
Cineplex

Kayla Teneycke
Cineplex

Tessa Bulua
Empire

Nora Elmi
Cineplex

Nikolas Harris
Empire

Temitope Oluyomi
Empire

Kevin Ram
Empire

Damilola Oyenuga
Cineplex

Amanda Pallone
Cineplex

Patrycja Pawlik
Cineplex

Briana Robinson
Cineplex

Kevin was awarded the $5,000 
Canadian Picture Pioneers 2012 
scholarship sponsored by MIJO 

The Canadian Picture
Pioneers Scholarship Fund

Thanks, Pioneers
Your contributions have made a huge difference!

Your Canadian Picture Pioneers Scholarship Fund has awarded
more than $155,000 in the past ten years... changing the lives

of 119 young people associated with our industry.

Movies are magic and the film industry is full of ambitious,
intelligent and creative young people. If you would like

to support the Pioneers’ future movers-and-shakers,
please consider the Scholarship program.

Let’s keep changing young lives!



I N   M E M O R I A M

THIS LAST YEAR WE LOST THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS ACROSS CANADA

BRITISH COLUMBIA BRANCH

Ian Caddell

ONTARIO BRANCH

Priscilla Berec

Mollie Consky

Sherryn Farrow

Nancy MacDonald

Rosemary Nestorovski

Samuel Russ

Karel Zajicek

QUEBEC BRANCH

Pauline Frank

T h a n k s  f o r 
t h e  s u p p o r t !

ANNUAL

GOLF DAY

2013



It was the year “Gone with the Wind”, “The  

Wizard of Oz”, “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington”,  

“Stagecoach” and “Gunga Din” opened in theatres. In 

1939 a group of movie industry executives gathered to  

remember the passing of a friend. Jack Cohn, one 

of the founding partners of Columbia Pictures, was 

concerned that it only seemed to be funerals that 

brought industry friends together. Motivated by 

this thought, Cohen and a group of industry peers  

started the Picture Pioneers Inc.; an organization to 

bring people in the industry together for fellowship 

and friends willing to help each other out in time of 

need. In the beginning membership was restricted to 

only those who had been in the industry for 25 years. 

Many of the original members had help to start 

the major studios in Hollywood. In the first year over 

200 other industry members joined, including some  

Canadians, among them pioneer theatre  

exhibitor Oscar Hanson and John Fitzgibbons, 

who later became president of Famous Players.  

These men brought together their friends Clair Hague 

and Ray Lewis to work on forming a Canadian equiv-

alent and by the end of 1940 ratified a charter  

forming The Canadian Picture Pioneers. In the  

beginning years, it became obvious that the need 

for help would increase beyond what had been first 

contemplated, and that formal fundraising plans 

would have to be developed to meet such demands. 

An important first step in those plans would be to 

apply to the Canadian Income Tax Department to 

register what would become the Canadian Picture 

Pioneers Trust Fund as a qualified charity with the 

right to issue receipts for income tax purposes. 

It took until 1947, but this all came together with the 

Trust Document that we still operate under today 

stating that; “The Canadian Picture Pioneers Trust 

Fund shall be used and operated exclusively as a 

charitable fund and not for the benefit or private 

gain or profit of any persons, or of the Pioneers and 

shall be used solely for the relief of needy, poor or 

indigent persons generally throughout Canada and 

more particularly for the relief of any needy, poor or 

indigent persons who have been or are employed 

or were a part of the motion picture industry, or any 

affiliated industry.” From the beginning the Trustees 

struggled to build up a sustaining capital fund. 

Each year, little by little, with the generous support 

of Pioneer members and supporting companies 

the fund has grown but the Pioneers still need your  

assistance. Please remember to donate to the Picture 

Pioneers with regular annual contributions, in memory  

donations and planned giving through insurance 

and estate planning.

“ I will now be able to have my sister take me 
shopping for a warm sweater for these cold 
winter days. My apartment is not very warm 
and this will be a wonderful help. Thank you to 
all the very special Pioneers.”

“ It is indeed gratifying to know that in times  
of great personal stress your wonderful  
organization stands ready to help.”

CANAD IAN 
PICTURE PIONEERS

TRUST FUND

W o r d s  o f  t h a n k s  f r o m 
Tr u s t  F u n d  R e c i p i e n t s

Before Pioneering Women existed, there was Rob Wales. (We kid!)

Pioneering women salutes Rob Wales for his well deserved honour of 

Pioneer of the Year.
A heartfelt congratulations also goes out to all of the other 

award recipients this evening.

“Like” us on facebook and follow us on twitter to see clips from our new 
‘mentoring minute’ initiative featuring inspiring women in the industry! 

(Special thanks to Jennifer Rashwan and Mijo for producing and editing the footage for us.)

Stay tuned for our special screening of AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY 
on Wednesday, November 20th (7:30pm)

Visit 

for more information



SHOUT
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YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK….

Providing financial assistance to industry 

members in need for additional health care 

expenses and other incremental general  

living expenses.

Assisting industry families and students with 

the Canadian Picture Pioneers Student  

Assistance Scholarship program.

Improving the quality of our members’ lives 

when they need it the most.

cdnpicturepioneers@rogers.com   

CanadianPicturePioneers.ca   416-368-1139


